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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 1-28 are presented for examination. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 9, 21 , 25, are objected to because of the following informalities: the 
phrase "capable of in claim 9 and the phrase "can be " in claims 21 , 25 are not a 
positive limitation but only require the ability to so perform. Appropriate correction is 
required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Leyden et al. (US 6.700.488) in view of McDaid (US 6.177,869). 

Regarding claims 1, 22, Leyden discloses a portable article (abstract); a first 
support (base 14) (fig. 1); at least one connecting element for maintaining the portable 
article in a secured state relative to the first support (fig. 1-6; col. 5, lines 27-67); the at 
least one connecting element comprising at least one arm that overlies a portion of the 
portable article (col. 6. lines 1-17). 
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Leyden discloses all the limitations above but fails to specify at least a portion of 
the at least one connecting element at least one of : is made from a hardened metal 
material, has a stepped configuration, and has a shaped non-flat surface so as to be 
resistant to bending in a manner to allow the portable article to be released from the 
secured state. 

However, McDaid discloses at least a portion of the at least one connecting 
element at least one of : is made from a hardened metal material (rail 28) (col. 2, line 
66); has a stepped configuration (fig. 1-fig. 6), and has a shaped non-flat surface so as 
to be resistant to bending in a manner to allow the portable article to be released from 
the secured state (fig. 2; col. 2, lines 66-67; col. 3, lines 1-13). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to incorporate the teaching of McDaid in Leyden. Doing so 
would modify Leyden's system with McDaid's rail 28 in order to prevent the cutting of 
the material thereby securing accurately the portable device against theft as taught by 
McDaid (col. 1, lines 7-25). 

Regarding claim 2, Leyden discloses the portable article in the secured state the 
portable article is captive between a part of the at least one connecting element and the 
first support (fig. 2; fig. 11). 

Regarding claims 3, 12, Leyden discloses the part of the at least one connecting 
element is defined by the at least one arm (wall portion 62) (col. 6, lines 15-17). 

Regarding claim 4, Leyden discloses one connecting element comprises a base 
28 which is connected to the first support 28 and the at least one arm projects from the 
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base and has a first leg 42 and a second leg 56 projecting transversely to the first leg 
and the portable article is captive between the second leg and the first support (fig. 10- 
fig. 11). 

Regarding clainns 5, 23, Leyden discloses the first support is integral with the 
connecting element (col. 6. lines 18-22). 

Regarding claims 6, 24, Leyden discloses at least a part of the first support is 
formed as one piece with the connecting element (fig. 4, fig. 10-fig. 1 1 ). 

Regarding claim 7, Leyden discloses a second support and a connecting system 
joined between the first and second supports (fig. 10-fig. 1 1 ). 

Regarding claim 8, Leyden discloses a flexible cable/cord (cable 20) (fig. 4; col. 
5, lines 35-50). 

Regarding claim 9, Leyden discloses an alarm system producing a detectable 
signal as an incident of at least one of the flexible cable/cord being severed (col. 5, lines 
35-47). 

Regarding claim 10, Leyden discloses one connecting element has a rib formed 
therein defining the stepped configuration (fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 1 1 , Leyden discloses portion of the at least one connecting 
element has an "L" shape (col. 8, line 38). 

Regarding claims 13, 25, Leyden discloses the connecting element and first 
support have facing surfaces between which the portable article is captive (fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 14, Leyden discloses a second connecting element 32 that is 
separate from the one connecting element, the second connecting element 34 
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comprising a second arm 64 that overlies a portion of the portable article and 
cooperates with the one connecting element to maintain the portable article in the 
secured state (fig. 10-fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 15, Leyden discloses one connecting element is selectively 
securable to the first support in a plurality of different positions (fig. 10-fig.-fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 16, Leyden discloses one connecting has an adjusting state and 
a fixed state relative to the first support, the at least one connecting element In the 
adjusting state maintained against separation from the first support and selectively 
repositionable relative to the first support (fig. 1 0-fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 17, Leyden discloses the at least one connecting element 
comprises a base from which the at least one arm projects and the base is connected to 
the first support (fig. 10-fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 18, Leyden discloses a fastener extends into the first support 
and maintains the at least one connecting element on the first support (fig. 10; col. 6, 
lines 63-65). 

Regarding claim 19, Leyden discloses the first support comprises a wall with 
oppositely facing front and rear surfaces, the fastener extends through the front surface 
so that a part of the fastener is exposed beyond the rear surface and a securing 
element Is attached to the exposed part of the fastener to prevent separation of the at 
least one connecting element from the first support (fig. 10). 

Regarding claim 20, Leyden discloses the exposed part of the fastener is 
threaded (col. 6, lines 63-65). 
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Regarding claim 21, Leyden discloses the wall has a plurality of discrete 
openings through which the fastener can be selectively extended (fig. 10-fig. 11). 

Regarding claim 26, Leyden discloses the connecting element has an integral 
fastener thereon (col. 6, lines 52-65). 

Regarding claim 27, Leyden discloses the faster comprises a threaded element 
(col. 6, lines 52-65). 

Regarding claim 28, Leyden discloses the portion of the connecting element has 
a rib formed therein defining the stepped configuration (fig. 10-fig. 11). 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Rothbaum et al. (US 5,561 ,417) discloses security device for merchandise and 

the like. 

Gerlach (US 5,020,192) discloses an adjustable tie down apparatus and method. 
Israel et al. (US 4,746,909) discloses modular security system. 
Wilkinson et al. (US 4,985,695) discloses a computer security device. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Previl whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2971 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday. The examiner can 
also be reached on alternate Fridays. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeffrey Hofsass can be reached on (571) 272-2981. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto,gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Daniel Previl 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2636 

DP 

September 27, 2005. 




